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Preparations wers heing made in December 1946 for the opening

near Grodno {53°45'N, 23°50°B) ef a shale mine which would :
have an estimeted snnmual ocutput ef several million tons ef oil. !
Plans were being made also for the building of an usdergrourd '
fuel dietillation plant for the menufacture of pas and the
ovbaining of chomiocnl raw meterisls. The reszearch ie being
osopducted by the Powsr Institute of the USSR under one Cher-
aishev. The area is gusrded hy MVD and militery persommsl,
purtiounlarly becsuse initial senstruction work was mitacked end :
sabetaged by Polish and Lithuanisn gusrrilias. :
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